
COUNCIL MINUTES 

February 16, 2026 

  

           The Archbold Village Council met in regular session on Monday, February 16th, 
2026, at 5:30 p.m. in the Ruihley Park Pavilion with the following members present:  Gary 
Dominique, Mike Evans, Kevin Eicher, Aaron Babcock, Chad Kern, and Karla Ball. Mayor 
Brad Grime opened the meeting and presided thereat. 
 

There being no corrections to the minutes of the February 2, 2026 Council meeting, 
Kevin Eicher moved to approve, seconded by Mike Evans. 

Roll:  Yeas:  Babcock, Kern, Ball, Dominique, Evans, Eicher 
Nays: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Following a review of the list of bills and payroll totaling $364,407.27, Chad Kern 

moved to approve, seconded by Gary Dominique. 
           Roll:  Yeas: Ball, Dominique, Evans, Eicher, Babcock, Kern 
                        Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
 

Council then reviewed and discussed the following Committee, Board & Department 
Reports: 

• January 2026 Police Report 
• January 2026 Fire & EMS Report 
• January 2026 Fleet Report 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Mayor Grime opened the floor for public participation 

with logistical directions for addressing Council followed by a welcome and thanks to those 
present. He stated that no one has contacted the Village regarding the construction of a 
data center or for land annexation. Annexation and zoning requests are public knowledge, 
and the typical approval timeline is a three-reading process. Therefore, from an official 
standpoint, discussion would primarily center around a “non-proposed data center.” Mayor 
Grime encouraged public to stay informed using the Live Archbold app, thanked the local 
newspapers for their coverage, and then introduced the Council members. 

Village Administrator Aaron Alt stated that he has been in communication with Luke 
Boyers and Austin Dunlap from Boyers Construction and Iron Ridge Development. He read 
a statement that they had prepared for the night’s meeting.  

“In light of recent public discussion, we felt it was important to reiterate what was 
shared at last Monday’s township trustee meeting. Iron Ridge is not pursuing a data center 
project in Archbold. There are no plans, proposals, agreements or active discussions 
related to a data center. We understand the concerns that have been raised, and we respect 
the fact that people care deeply about the future of Archbold — we do too. We live here, 
work here and have long-standing relationships in this community. Iron Ridge is 
committed to responsible economic development and working collaboratively with Village 
leadership to support long-term job creation and business growth. Our focus will remain 
on manufacturing, warehousing and industrial opportunities that align with the values, 
character and long-term vision for Archbold. We are grateful to be part of this community 
and remain committed to supporting its future for the next generation.” 
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Zach Bly and his family live on County Road B. He is a commercial project manager 
and visits data centers regularly. He thanked attendees, those who had not signed 
nondisclosure agreements (NDAs), and those who first brought attention to large land 
purchases and contracts. He also urged the public to do their own research. He shared that 
a FOIA (Freedom of Information Act) request had been filed and the records showed that 
one Council member had signed the NDA with Iron Ridge. He asked Councilman Gary 
Dominique to confirm if he, his family, his business or his place of employment had any 
relationship with the parties involved with the NDA. Councilman Dominique confirmed. 

From Bly’s own research, opinions, and experience in the industry, he then shared 
his findings on Iron Ridge Development and his concerns. Iron Ridge was founded 
approximately one year ago but no projects have been completed yet. Because of NDAs, 
they could not disclose information about their source(s) of funding. Public records show 
that one plot of land was purchased for $25,000 an acre and additional land is under 
contract for $50,000 an acre. It has been stated that there are no developmental plans or 
end users for the land purchased or contracted.  

Bly shared his doubts that there is no plan in mind for land that was sold at such a 
high price. He critiqued Iron Ridge for their stated desire for transparency while utilizing 
NDAs and for strategic “wordsmithing.” He is concerned by the similarity in circumstances 
to other communities with confirmed data centers being built. He said the current events 
are too much like the “playbook” that data centers use: NDAs signed, a developer acquiring 
large amounts of ground, rezoning if necessary, sale to a shell company that constructs the 
center, data center sold to the end user which is usually a large tech company. He also 
shared that a friend of his in the utility industry told him to research how data centers are 
being told to generate their own power using natural gas so as not to overwhelm the power 
grid and how the location of the purchased land has a natural gas line running through it. 
 Bly concluded with a ChatGPT experiment and a request of Council. He wanted to 
see if ChatGPT would “tell on itself.” He asked what the probable outcome was of a 
developer buying and contracting 100s of acres of land for $25-50,000 an acre and asking 
landowners to sign NDAs. With the given prompts, ChatGPT concluded that it was probably 
not farmland speculation, but rather a large-scale project with an anticipation of rezoning 
and a planned value jump after entitlement. The 200-1000 acres, strict confidentiality in 
site selection, massive power needs, NDAs with officials during utility and incentive talks, 
and payment above farmland pricing to quickly secure contiguous tracks seem to suggest a 
data center according to typical US trends. He ended his address by asking Council to 
consider putting in a measure that disallows elected officials from signing NDAs involving 
village business. 

Abby Pennington was raised in Archbold and is a graduate of Archbold high school, 
a local teacher, a German township resident on County Road 21, a mother of 2 young 
children, and an active member of the Archbold community. Her opening statement was 
that she represents her own views and interests regarding data centers and not those of 
any school, church, or organizations she is affiliated with. She clarified that she is not anti-
AI, but rather for the responsible development of the Village of Archbold, German 
Township, and the surrounding communities. Her goal was to present factual information 
to guide informed future policy decisions. 

Pennington encouraged residents to take action and introduced the Citizens for 
Responsible Development in Fulton County, Ohio Facebook group. “We are local people 
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doing our part and caring for each other, our land and our resources. This page is for 
citizens to communicate FACTUAL…information surrounding development in Fulton 
County, Ohio.” 

Pennington shared the “Reject annexation of rural land for data center, solar fields, 
and wind farms” petition. It is not an official petition under Ohio Revised Code but was 
created to raise awareness and let local voices be heard. Although, according to Section 
707.30 of the Ohio Revised Code to force a referendum vote on a zoning amendment, 
signatures must be collected from citizens with the subject area of the township equal to 
20% of the total gubernatorial votes cast in that area in the most recent general election. To 
the best of their ability, they found that 2,386 votes were cast for all candidates for 
governor within German township and the Village of Archbold in the latest election. They 
would then need 478 signatures to reach 20%. If taking from German Township alone, 20% 
of the 602 votes would need 121 signatures. From Archbold alone, 20% of the 1,784 votes 
would need 357 signatures. As of 4:32 p.m., the petition had 515 signatures. 

Annexation could mean that property owners have access to Archbold resources 
such as water and sewer, full-time police and fire protection, and more favorable zoning or 
development practices. Pennington warned that more research would be needed to see 
how this might strain current staffing and resources. She also refuted the claim that data 
centers can bring in more jobs and revenue for the Village with a study from the Indiana 
University Environmental Resilience Institute, stating that after construction, data siters 
typically employ a small permanent workforce which, relative to their size and resources 
that they use, often results in dozens of jobs, not hundreds. 

Pennington stated that per the Ohio Revised Code Chapter 5709 and the Ohio 
Department of Development Enterprise Zone Program through enterprise zone 
agreements, local governments can approve a 50 to 75% property tax abatement which 
typically lasts 10-15 years but can be up to 30 years. Village Administrator Aaron Alt 
clarified that the 10-year, 75% tax abatement for development within Archbold Village 
limits is for residential development. A CRA (Community Reinvestment Area) commercial 
tax abatement must be approved by both Four County Career Center and Archbold schools. 

Pennington stated that annexation is a relatively simple process, but the reversal is 
very difficult. According to OhioBar.org, there is always the possibility that annexation will 
hurt the township’s economic growth or its continued integrity as a governmental unit. She 
cautioned against Statute ORC 709.024. There is an Expedited Type III petition where a 
property owner can pursue annexation through the state. If the state finds that annexation 
is required to support a major economic development, then local municipal zoning laws 
can be bypassed and the property annexed. No hearings or appeals can be made. She 
recommended people research House Bill 113 which also regards annexation and financial 
disclosure forms and tax exemptions. 

She closed with suggestions for how to fight the Type III Annexation petition. She 
encouraged residents to act by joining the Citizens for Responsible Development in Fulton 
County, OH Facebook group, signing the change.org petition “Reject annexation of rural 
land for data center, solar fields, and wind farms,” contacting local and state 
representatives and officials, and raising awareness with yard signs.  She urged Council to 
table discussions to give time to strengthen ordinances against noise, air, and light 
pollution, to make it harder and more expensive to build, and to review and rewrite the 
statues to better protect our community's health and our environment. A handout was 
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distributed with information from C4RD’s research on data centers and a list of local and 
state representatives to contact. 

Laura Bickel is a local high school biology and environmental science teacher with a 
major in biology, minor in geology, and master’s in education. She was part of the wind 
team that conducted research through Green Energy Ohio to put a wind turbine on the high 
school campus and wrote grants to help with the project’s funding. Her opening statement 
was that she represents the Citizens for Responsible Development in Fulton County and her 
personal views and interests, not those of her employment or church. Her goal was to 
present the environmental concerns (information detailed on the C4RD’s handout) to guide 
informed future policy decisions to protect our natural resources and community.  

Her research on water impacts showed a 1-gigawatt data center can consume 5 
million gallons of water a day. Meta’s 2024 sustainability report showed that all its data 
centers used a total of 3,078 megaliters, which equates to 813 billion gallons of water that 
year. A 2025 Bloomberg report showed that two-thirds of data centers built or under 
construction have been in regions already plagued with high water stress. Local news 
station drought monitors report that our area is in excessive drought. The closed loop 
circulation systems for cooling the servers inside data centers contain forever chemicals 
that end up in waterways. These systems disrupt ecosystems and harm life from the 
microorganism level up to humans and will directly impact our natural wetlands. Data 
centers are relatively new so not much is known about their effects on humans, but the 
chemicals being used are known to have major negative health impacts. 

Air and noise pollution were two other major concerns. If the power grid fails, the 
backup generators that provide emergency power run on diesel. These generators are 
linked to releasing significant articulate matter, nitrogen, oxide, and sulfur dioxide, and 
carbon monoxide into the environment. Because of sporadic use, the EPA does not require 
pollution controls or protective measures. Data centers release decibels in the 55-85 range 
often on the lower frequencies and research finds this impact is detrimental to wildlife, as 
well as people living near them. Her closing statement was that the risks cannot be ignored. 
Solutions must be mindful and protect our natural resources for they are precious.  

John Trudel served as the County Auditor from 1982-2002. He stated that while this 
is an emotional, and highly charged issue, facts and figures are needed to make things 
happen in Columbus. He contrasted today’s situation to when North Star came to Fulton 
County in 1995. Back then, he felt companies were extremely transparent and upfront, 
holding numerous meetings to communicate with concerned residents.  

Trudel discussed the importance of considering how a data center might affect the 
school, infrastructure, and tax base. If a data center brings in 500 people to the village, they 
will need housing. This will drive housing costs even higher. If the 500 employees average 
one child each, it would mean a 40% increase to the school’s current enrollment which is 
around 700. This increase would require more taxes to support the school system. A data 
center could also put pressure on our infrastructure and resources. Roads will need to be 
built and maintained, sewer lines potentially connected, and massive water usage could 
destroy the aquifer and the surrounding wells that depend on it.  

Trudel ended with encouragement for wise, transparent, and effective economic 
development. Economic development generally means an increase in the tax base which 
lowers the burden of individual property owners. He doesn’t want to hinder or handcuff 
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the economic development people, but he asked for transparency in bringing businesses 
and industry to the area. 

Sarah Cromly lives on County Road 20 between State Route 2 and County Road F 
and is an attorney in Michigan. She loves this amazing community, the outdoors, and living 
in the country around farmland. Her goal was to ask the Council to consider tabling this 
discussion to consider the health, environmental, and societal effects that this possible data 
center could have on this community. She urged people to consider the questions she was 
asking to better prepare and protect our community. 

Cromly questioned Councilman Gary Dominique on his signing the NDA. She asked if 
he had family or business ties to the project. Dominique clarified that he has business ties. 
Cromly then stated that he is not permitted to vote or participate in the discussion. 

Cromly highlighted House Bill 15 which allows the developer of a data center to put 
in their own power plant. The Federal Energy Commission must issue a permit for this to 
be approved and connected to the grid. She asked if anyone knew it had been approved. 
She asked if a connection to the substation would be needed and who would be responsible 
for paying for the cost of upgrades. With the construction equipment coming in and out, 
roads and bridges would probably need redesigned. She stressed the need for answers so 
that we can be prepared with requiring clear understanding of financial responsibility with 
infrastructure and maintenance agreements. She asked if our water table could sustain an 
average use of 2-3 million gallons a day for cooling?  

Cromly also warned against the health effects associated with data centers such as 
asthma, lung cancer, and miscarriages. For those within a 2-mile radius, which includes 
both Archbold and Pettisville schools, the health impact could be devastating. She ended 
her address with her love of this community and thanks for everyone working hard to 
preserve it. 

Jim Wyse is a local, a former mayor of Archbold and currently serving as the Fulton 
County Economic Development Director. His goal was to reassure residents and share how 
NDAs are a more common practice in the economic development world. He stated that he is 
currently under an NDA with Iron Ridge and approximately 20 businesses throughout 
Fulton County. He then took questions. 

Q: If there is an NDA, then can you tell us anything?  
Wyse: No conversations have happened. Many businesses use NDAs to start the 

research process, but often nothing comes of them. Wyse  
Q: What is your speculation for why they would want to pay that much for so much land? 

Wyse: That rate is not uncommon anymore. North Star Steel recently bought 90 
acres for approximately $22,000 an acre with no plans for development yet. 

Q: There is a lot of talk about what the land isn’t being used for, but can you say anything 
about what it will be used for? 

Wyse: There are no plans at this time. 
Q: My group is for responsible development, so would you be on board with any future 

policy that would protect our towns from a data center? 
Wyse: There are already measures in place, but I am happy to speak with anyone. 

Q: You are saying that nothing is happening, but it is hard to believe. Assuming you are 
truthful, could you just not know? 
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Wyse: I did sign an NDA approximately 2 weeks ago so that I and developers could 
talk openly, but no discussions have yet happened. If anything changes, I will be in 
communication with Village officials to make sure that any new development is an 
appropriate fit. He concluded stating that Archbold has been his home for 40 years and he 
would not lie to his neighbors.  

Rudy Rodger is a senior at Archbold High School. He shared his generation’s 
perspective. He noted that while high school conversations can often be weird or shallow, 
he and his classmates are talking about this topic. They care. From conversations at the 
recent senior retreat, the consensus was that they are not in favor of a data center or its 
negative side effects. He pleaded “Don’t wreck our future and our generation for the short-
term success that comes with this data center.” 

Cory Rufenacht disagreed with some of Jim Wyse’s comments. He said that public 
knowledge, recorded with the state, shows that there is evidence of options being signed 
for $50,000 an acre. One property has been sold with more under option.  

Marty Mayor has lived in this area for about 32 years now. He moved from the city 
because he wanted to live in the country, raise his kids here, make friends, have a garden 
and listen to the cows. This is not his first development battle. A factory wanted to build an 
800-foot plant near him, but with the help of an attorney and zoning laws they were able to 
prevent it. He emphasized having a robust zoning code so that the people do not suffer 
from lack of planning. 

 Village Administrator Alt added that the Village is actively reviewing and updating 
the zoning code. The Planning and Zoning Division works to build relations with the 
community in working with our zoning code. He joked that at least one person present has 
probably run into zoning issues when they wanted to place something on their property. 
When the public notice of reviewing the zoning code was posted, many responded with 
doubt, assuming the Village was working against them. That has never been the case, but 
Alt stressed that zoning must be right, otherwise a community could get stuck with 
something bad. He then listed examples of the Village shutting down developments and 
businesses that either would not serve the community or could actively harm it without 
bringing it before the community. A bitcoin mining endeavor wanted to build in what is 
now The Thunder Dome which would have been a major fire hazard. Another project 
wanted to crowd 120 homes in what they called “Cambridge Estates” behind Dogwood 
Court and Rosewood Court. The same developer wanted to put 48 triplexes behind Park 
Street where the athletic complex is slated to go. 

Alt didn’t deny speculation or conversations regarding data centers. Instead, he 
tried to reassure residents that he, the Village Engineer, and Zoning Inspector are 
constantly trying to stay on top of the zoning code to know what needs to be done and 
corrected. Zoning has a purpose and while people may not always appreciate it, the Village 
is working to ensure that anything that happens here is done right to maintain order and 
the value of our community. He and the administration care deeply for this community and 
work hard on its behalf. 

J.J. Rupp and his family are rooted in this community and its farming and 
agriculture. They live just north of Archbold and are raising their family here, with 3 of 
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their 4 children in the Archbold school district. He and his parents are local farmers with 
livestock and row crops in the area. He has sensed a lot of worry and fear regarding this 
topic and wanted to bring encouragement. He exhorted people to remember that there is 
only one to fear and that is God. He quoted Matthew 28 where Jesus says He is in control 
with authority and dominion over heaven and earth. He said it was good to have wisdom 
and voice concerns, but discussions need to be done with love for our neighbors and not 
hate. He shared that Jesus died for those who hated him like the Pharisees. J.J. then thanked 
those sharing facts and closed with his desire for his children to grow up in this community 
where we love one another and fear God not man. 

Kevin Baez, tonight’s sound system provider, is the newest member of Archbold’s 
Planning Commission. He’s been a member of the Archbold community since 1998 and is 
now choosing to raise his 2 young children here because he is just “an average Joe living in 
an extraordinary village.” He has been attending Council meetings since last year and felt 
encouraged by the Council’s embrace of his participation.  

He challenged residents to be proactive rather than reactive, to partake more 
frequently in local government, not just when there is something at our doorstep. He urged 
people to do everything they can to prevent the data center from coming, including 
working with and supporting Council members, Trustees, and every level of government. 
He stated that communication goes two ways and encouraged people to attend Council 
meetings. Every first and third Monday, Council members meet to talk, but if no one else 
shows up, they can only talk to themselves. They cannot hear what the residents do not 
show up to speak. We should work together to stop the data center and in bringing the 
businesses and development that align with our unique and beautiful community’s values. 
He concluded with praise of the civic workers of the Village and once again encouraged 
people to work with local government to get things done and ensure that our community 
and Earth remain the beautiful, great place that it is.  

Sarah Cromly spoke again to question Village Engineer Dexter Krueger. She asked 
him to confirm if he had signed an NDA regarding the project. He confirmed. She asked 
when he signed it. He said January 28th, 2026. She asked if he had any idea of what was 
going to happen. He responded that he has not had any conversations since the signing. 
Village Administrator Alt clarified that Dexter has been released from the public records 
request and was fully released to disclose anything. Alt also corrected that Krueger is the 
Village Engineer, not the County Engineer, and therefore not an elected official. 

Jesse Woods is a family man that lives one town over. He is a senior engineer and 
director of engineering for a large company’s US branch that has a manufacturing facility in 
Archbold with experience with data centers building next to factories and employment 
needs. He contrasted local manufacturing plants and data centers, urging listeners to 
consider economic balances and infrastructure capacities. 

Woods stated that a single facility that consumes as much electricity as 1,000 homes 
would strain the power grid. This would impact existing manufacturing plants, potentially 
causing higher costs, delayed expansions, and limits on operations. While data centers 
create construction jobs, they leave much fewer long-term positions compared to local 
manufacturing. On the same ground, a well-established company could employ hundreds of 
skilled workers, support suppliers, and drive real economic activity, whereas a data center 
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would only employ a fraction of that workforce. Additionally, roads and substations would 
be strained and land that could support diverse industrial growth would be tied up by a 
single, highly specialized operation that does not integrate into the local supply chain. He 
concluded with a plea to prioritize developments that create long-term jobs, support 
existing businesses, and use shared resources responsibly. 

Sherlene Cervantes moved to this area from Johnstown, Ohio, approximately 4 years 
ago and her concerns are not only for data centers, but other equally large industries. She 
shared a cautionary tale of Johnstown when an Intel plant proposed moving to the area. 
Johnstown used to be a beautiful small town, but changes were made quickly to support 
estimated growth that has yet to come to fruition. 2-lane roads became 4- or 6-lane roads; 
modest, but aging houses valued around $100,000 were sold at 3-4 times that price with 
little to no improvements; and a new high school was built; yet the Intel plant construction 
keeps being delayed and is on its third owner. She ended with a statement of pride for 
being a citizen of Archbold and her hope that what happened to her old community does 
not happen to her new one. 

Brooks Behnfeldt is a local, a graduate of Archbold High School, and a father to 2 
young children. He cautioned people with the story of his son’s diagnosis on how there are 
good and bad ways to react to scary and difficult situations. His son has Williams 
Syndrome. They received the diagnosis about a month after he was born. The doctor at 
Toledo Hospital shared things that were hard and terrifying to hear as a parent. Behnfeldt 
regrets how hateful and resentful they were towards the doctor. In their quick anger they 
did not return to Toledo. The reality, however, is that the Toledo doctor was right. Their 
current doctor in Columbus tells them the same things. Therefore, Behnfeldt challenged 
people to live with more love and tackle this situation the right way. He ended with 
encouragement to continue researching, having discussions, and advocating, but out of love 
for our community and not hate for our neighbors. 

COUNCIL RESPONSE: Councilman Aaron Babcock has been on Council for 2 years. 
He thanked everyone for coming and echoed Baez’s’ invitation of residents to participate in 
more meetings. It is exciting and beneficial when residents get involved in person rather 
than on social media. Council is eager to communicate face-to-face and learn from the 
public. 

Councilman Mike Evans just stared his term on Council in January. He shares the 
public’s concerns, especially the health risks as he too has a young family. An Ohio State 
Farm Bureau board member shared with him that the Farm Bureau is having a members-
only educational meeting about data centers on February 26th, at 7 p.m. at the Wood 
County Fairgrounds. Dale Arnold, Ohio Farm Bureau director of energy policy, is the 
featured presenter. Tonight’s concerns expand farther than Archbold. He is available to 
discuss this with anyone who is interested. 

Councilwoman Karla Ball has been on Council for 7 years. She thanked everyone 
who reached out to have conversations and those praying for the community with her. 
Council is not having backroom discussions but rather drinking from the firehose regarding 
data centers just like the public. She feels the burden of trying to learn all they can to make 
decisions that are appropriate for the community. She urged the public to remember that 
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the Archbold’s administration are also members of this community. The only difference is 
that they have stepped up to serve in an official capacity. During her tenure on Council, 
annexation has only occurred twice. With each circumstance, Council was extremely 
informed and involved in the process. They took careful steps to ensure their decisions 
would only improve and not harm the community in any way. She has no intention of 
annexing so much property without concrete plans. She reiterated the invitation to Council 
meetings and hopes that residents continue to communicate on a partnership basis so that 
everyone benefits. 

Councilman Chad Kern has been on Council for 6 years. His term began in this 
Pavilion during COVID. His greatest concern with this issue is transparency. Speculation 
and patterns across the US are going to raise questions and worry. Even if a data center is 
not being discussed, farmland is precious to this area and once it is gone, it is gone. He 
reassured that Council is going to do all they can to discover what is going on. 

Councilman Kevin Eicher has been on Council for 18 years. This is his “second 
rodeo,” and stated that a data center will not come to town during his term. He reiterated 
that Council can only discuss the information available to them, so people should continue 
to come and talk, ask questions, and expect the truth. 

Councilman Gary Dominique has been on Council for 2 years. He has worked 
together with Luke Boyers on multiple projects in this community and area over the past 
15 years. He signed the NDA because he trusts Boyers, that Boyers has this community’s 
growth and advancement at heart. He then challenged the public for unhealthy speculation, 
asking where they were for the other large land annexations that sold at high prices in 
previous years. He urged them to step up and be part of a committee if the opportunity 
arises. He asked them to have faith in the Council and what the Village has established with 
the Zoning and Planning Department. He concluded with his commitment to additional 
development with our children, his 3 included, and their best interest in mind. 

 Mayor Brad Grime reiterated that there is not a lot of verified information for the 
Village to work with. When it does come their way, they are committed to acting on it. He 
also noted the commendable desire of those who addressed Council and himself to protect 
their beautiful property that live near the location in question. Hearing residents’ voices is 
always important, but especially at meetings like this and annexation meetings. The Village 
will continue looking for economic development that is good for the community, but a data 
center is not one of them. 

 Village Administrator Alt stated that the Village will not move forward with 
moratorium language because of a message he received from C4RD. “It is very important to 
not use the word ‘moratorium.’ If we get one, we are playing to their hands. The Village and 
German Township will be sued for an injunction immediately for exclusionary zoning. We 
need to ask to table the issue and not make any decisions until the Village has had the time 
to seriously study the environmental, societal, and health impacts of undertaking a data 
center or any industrial. Specific guidance and points to bring up such as power generation, 
interconnection to the grid, redesigning roads, water use, etc.”  

Alt also clarified that the Village receives water from the Tiffin River, not aquifers, 
and the reservoirs have been ready even in the dry past 2 summers. A water study is 
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underway. Any large development such as a data center would almost certainly require an 
additional reservoir. Such a major infrastructure improvement undertaking would not be 
on the utility bills to support, but rather an outside investor that deemed one necessary to 
come into this town. 

Pennington and Cromly further explained that a resource in Columbus who is also 
advocating for farmland and small rural communities was the one to advise them to not use 
moratorium language until sufficient data has been collected. If they table the matter, then 
the Village and German Township have time to prove why a moratorium is necessary and 
avoid the threat of a lawsuit. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: After hearing Public Participation and Council Response, Mayor 

Grime asked for a motion to table the discussion and possible action regarding direction 
to the Village Administrator to prepare draft moratorium legislation on data centers and 
advanced manufacturing to study impacts on public health, safety, welfare, and 
municipal resources and infrastructure. Chad Kern so motioned, seconded by Kevin 
Eicher. 

Roll:     Yeas: Ball, Evans, Eicher, Babcock, Kern 
Abstain: Dominique 
Nays: None. Motion carried. 

 
 Mayor Grime provided one last opportunity for questions before the meeting 
officially adjourned. One resident asked how long would they table the issue. The Mayor 
responded that the issue would be tabled for as long as it takes. A second asked if anyone 
has heard about solar farms coming. Administrator Alt shared that in German Township 
and other areas of the county there are farms with options for solar. Wind generation and 
solar are also on the Village’s radar for clarifying and strengthening zoning codes and 
restrictions. The last question was how tabling works, the concern being how much time 
we had to prevent this from happening. If the issue is tabled for too long, could it give data 
companies opportunity to slip in? The Mayor said that data centers do move fast, but that 
zoning is being addressed and strengthened as quickly as possible. He ended with inviting 
anyone who still had questions to come and speak after the meeting adjourned. 
 

There were no items of correspondence to review or Council Comments to record. 
 

There being no further business to discuss, Kevin Eicher moved to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Mike Evans.  All agreed; meeting adjourned.  

 
 
 

__________________________________________                  _________________________________________ 
Council President                                                      Mayor 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Clerk 


